
Fine Arts



How to Use this Presentation

• Case examples explain the best way to study different types of material 
(artists, paintings, composers, and operas)

• One slide on a creator, one slide on one of their important works

• Obviously we can only scratch the surface of the material you need to know in 
one hour. Use this presentation as a guide to researching the rest of the works 
and people on the study guide



Case Example: Raphael

• VERY IMPORTANT: develop a general idea of 
what his less important paintings depict

• Italian Renaissance artist 

• School of Athens, Sistine Madonna, Madonna 
of the Goldfinch, Disputa

• Inspired the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, an 
art movement dedicated to hating him



Quizbowl DB Search for “Raphael”

 



Bad for QB – general biographical info, no specific facts
Good for QB – specific facts that apply only to Raphael



Raphael’s School of Athens
• Sculptures of Artemis and Apollo in the background (1)

• Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, Euclid, Pythagoras, many Greek thinkers

• Mirror in bottom left-hand corner (2)

• Diogenes sprawled out 
    out on the floor reading
    a scroll (3)
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Pablo Picasso

Les Demoiselles d’Avignon

• Founder of Cubism along with George Braque

• The Old Guitarist, Three Musicians, Massacre in Korea, Boy with a Pipe

• Have a general idea of what all of these
paintings look like



Case Example: Picasso’s Guernica

• Depicts the Luftwaffe's bombing of a Basque town in the Spanish Civil War



Quizbowl DB Search for “Guernica”





Gian Lorenzo Bernini

• Italian Baroque sculptor

• Ecstasy of St. Teresa, Apollo and Daphne, 
Fountain of the Four Rivers, Rape of 
Proserpina, David

• Apollo and Daphne – shows a woman turning 
into a laurel tree

• His David shows the character as he’s firing his 
sling

• Designed a baldacchino for St. Peter’s Basilica

Apollo and Daphne



Bernini’s Ecstasy of St. Teresa

• Depicts the title saint being pierced with an 
arrow by an angel

• Notice the golden rays of light

• Located in the Cornaro Chapel

• The family that sponsored the work are 
sculpted into two balconies above it



Auguste Rodin

The Thinker

• French modernist sculptor

• The Thinker (The Poet), The Burghers of Calais, 
The Age of Bronze, Man with a Broken Nose, 
Walking Man

• Accused of casting from a live model

• Had an affair with the sculptor Camille Claudel

• The Burghers of Calais – monument to French 
martyrs from the Hundred Years’ War



Rodin’s The Gates of Hell

• Includes many of Rodin’s other sculptures: 
The Kiss, The Thinker (1), Three Shades (2)
➢ All scenes from Dante’s Inferno

• Depicts Ugolino, who ate his own children

• Depicts the lovers Paolo and Francesca (The 
Kiss)

• Meant to serve as the doors to a museum 
that was never constructed
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Francisco de Goya

The Sleep of Reason Produces 
Monsters

• Spanish romantic painter

• Saturn Devouring his Son, Disasters of War, Black 
Paintings, The Duchess of Alba, Nude Maja, The 
Parasol, Los Caprichos

• Painted the Black Paintings onto the walls of his 
house

• Court painter to Charles IV



Goya’s Third of May, 1808
• Scene illuminated by a box lantern

• The companion piece to Charge of the Mameluks

• Also known as The Execution of the Defenders of Madrid



Case Example: George Gershwin
• American composer and pianist

• Porgy and Bess, An American in Paris, Cuban 
Overture, Blue Monday, Concerto in F

• Collaborated with his brother Ira Gershwin

• Used bongos and gourds in Cuban Overture

• Porgy and Bess is an opera set in Catfish Row



Quizbowl DB Search for “Gershwin”



Bad for QB – general biographical info, no specific facts
Good for QB – specific facts that apply only to Gershwin



Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue
• Part of “An Experiment in Modern Music”

• Written for Paul Whiteman

• Orchestrated by composer Ferde Grofe

• A clarinet glissando opens the piece

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFHdRkeEn
pM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFHdRkeEnpM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFHdRkeEnpM


Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
• Classical Austrian composer and child 

prodigy

• Cosi fan Tutte, The Abduction from 
the Seraglio, Symphony No. 41 
“Jupiter”, Symphony No. 35, “Haffner”

• Franz Sussmayer completed his 
requiem

• Jupiter symphony contains a 
five-voice fugato

• Dedicated Clarinet Concerto in A 
Major to Anton Stadler

• Learn the characters and plots to his 
operas



Case Example: Mozart’s The Magic Flute
• Memorize important clues and have a general sense of the plot

• The Queen of the Night asks Tamino to find her daughter Pamina with the magic 
flute

• Papageno the birdcatcher helps Tamino pass several trials

• Notable arias: Der Holle Rache, 
O Isis and Osiris

• IMPORTANT NOTE: do not waste time 
trying to learn scoring clues for
any musical work



Quizbowl DB Search for “The Magic Flute”





Hector Berlioz
• French Romantic composer

• Harold in Italy, The Damnation of Faust, Herminie, Lelio, Beatrice and Benedict, The 
Trojans

• Wrote a requiem with four brass bands on opposite sides of the stage

• Harold in Italy commissioned by Paganini for viola



Berlioz’ Symphony Fantastique
• Written to impress Harriet Smithson, a Shakespearean actress that he eventually 

married 

• Subtitled “Episode in the Life of an Artist”

• Important sections: Dream of a Witches’ Sabbath, March to the Scaffold, Scene in 
the Countryside, A Ball

• Pizzicato used to represent a severed head

• Depicts a lovesick man taking opium

• An oboe and English horn represent two 
shepherds talking to each other



Giacomo Puccini

• Italian composer known for operas

• Tosca, Turandot, The Girl of the Golden West, 
Manon Lescaut, The Tryptych , Gianni Schicchi

• Learn the plots to all of his operas, especially:
La Boheme, Madame Butterfly, Tosca, Turandot



Puccini’s Madame Butterfly
• Characters: Cio-Cio San (Madame Butterfly), Pinkerton, Sharpless, Goro, Suzuki, 

Kate

• Cio-Cio San is excommunicated by her Japanese 
family after she marries the American lieutenant 
Pinkerton

• Pinkerton abandons her for an American wife, 
Kate

• Cio-Cio San commits suicide



Antonin Dvorak

• Czech composer

• Slavonic Dances, American String Quartet, Cello 
Concerto in B Minor, Rusalka, The Devil and Kate

• The Water Goblin – an imp marries a girl in an 
underwater castle

• Works inspired by his time spent in Spillville, Iowa



Dvorak’s From the New World
• Symphony No. 9 in E minor

• Influenced by African-American spirituals like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”

• Inspired by Longfellow’s Song of Hiawatha

• Adapted to the hymn “Goin’ 
Home”

• Mimics parts of Beethoven’s 9th 
symphony

• About America


